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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.

Waller Armitage, a youth, is employed
as a compositor on a Chicago newspaper.
The country being on the eve of the civil
war, news "of tho bombardment of Fort
Sumter creates much excitement. A fight
between David Bronson, a Unionist, and
Dick Morgan, a Secessionist, both com-

positors, results in a victoiyfor the forme.
Waller, whose ideas of the situation arc

vet unformed, has a discussion with Bron-
son, who sets forth loyally the conditions
that confront the Go eminent.

"While the two arc watching the news
bulletins down town, they hear Seces-
sionists, denizens of Chicago's slums, air
their opinions of loyal citizens and ex-

press desires that some of them will af-

ford an opportunilv for an encounter. An
nt of Regulars, Patrick O Neil,

confronts them, and his warlike attitude
and desire for a fight effectually quiets
the boasters.

The telegrams announce the result 01

the attack on Fort Sumter. Walter, Bron-
son, O'Neil.and a German, Karl Brent-ma- n,

enlist, stirred to promptness at a
monster mass-meetin- ir, at which Rev.
Aaron Narbrctt, a Methodist preacher,
was the principal speaker. Some of the
before-mention- ed Secessionists, among
Ihem one 4 Peory," a tough, also enlist.

The regiment is ordered to Cairo. 111.,

and with others takes possession. The
regiment has its first ficht and suffers its
first Josses. "Peorv" and his companions
fail to turn up for their share of the
fight incr. A signal victory for Co. A by sur-
prising a Confederate cavalry detachment
partly consoles the men for the losses of a
ew nichts before.

CHAPTER XVI.
RELUCTANCE OF PEOKY" AND HIS CROWD

TO BATHE THEIR HANDS IN THE GORE

OF THEIR COUNTRYMEN CHUCK-A-LUC- K

AND ITS PECrLTAKlTIES AN

EXCITING GAME AND ITS ENDING.
"Peory "'pud his five companions weie

again in some inscrutable manner left on the
Illinois side of the river when the company
Btaited on its expedition into Missouri.

Others beside the File began to notice that
the heios of the Clark Street dives, from
whom such feats tf arms were exported,
were ' cry remiss in seeking ocens or.s to
wade in slaughter, but the glamor of unusual
courage still hung oer the tang, and the
company was willing to believe that only a
succession of untoward accidents had p:c-vent- ed

them from writing their names in
blood.

If there were any who disbePeved this
they hejd their peace, Jor the gang had lost
none of their old icadintss with their lits,
and a cry lew days were suffered to clape
without some luckless new-iom- er receiving a
severe beating at the hands of one ol the
crowd.

"Have you yet discovered how muih
slight or knack thejc is about these fisticuffs? "
asked Brcnson of Walter one day as they
watched " Curly " polish off. to use his own
phraseology, an awkward faim youth.

"I suppose there'3 a big advantage for the
fellow who has l.ad lessens in I cxiug, and
that, when everything else's neaily equal,
he'll whip the other fellow," responded
Walter.

"There's a gocd deal in that, of cwurse,"
responded Bnnscn; "but that Eph Black
there see! see! Cuily ' has juststrnck him
with that piece of beard, cut his scalp open
io the scull, aud stietched him senseless to
the ground. By the Lord Harry, that's too
bad; the Sergeant of the Guard ought to put
that rascal in the guard-hous- e. I started to
sry that Black is superior to 'Cuily in
every way in courage, in strength, in use of

is fists, as well as in geneial character."
"Well, then, I don't see why he allows

'Curly' to whip him," responded Walter,
iieredulously.

"Jf you'll watch the tactics of these
fellows carefully a little while, you can't
help understanding it," returned Bi onsen.
"Now, for instance, there 15 Eph good-
nature d, easy, peace-lovin- g, and lather
diffident. 'Ihese qualities are so plainly
written in his face that ' Curly' recognized
them instantly, and selected him for a
victim on whom to make an impiessive dis-
play of his talents as a fighter. Had he been
a smaller, weaker man, of less real courage,
but more ready aggres.-ne:ies- ?, 'Curly'
would have never daied molest hi:n."

" That is, if he'd shown a willingness to
meet 'Curlv ' half-wa-v in the quatrel," said
Walter.

" Precisely. But when 'Curly,' hunting
8 chance to pick a quarrel, began to abuse
liim, Eph, thinking that perhaps- - he had done
something wjong, began to explain and apolo-
gize, and the more he explained the madder
Cuily' pretended to be, and, watching his

apport unity when Eph had turned his head
to can iomeone to bear witness to the truth
of Ms assertions, he struck him a blow that
btill lurther confused him and gave ' Curly '
an adxantage that the other fellow could not
oercome, Betides. 'Mississippi' stood close
at baud all the time, ready to give instant
help, if Eph showed any signs of being too
much for 'Curly' to handle easily."

"It's disgustingly cowardly," said Walter.
"O, yes," replied Hren&on. "All that

tends to reconcile me to it U that it will teach
Black a ns?fnl lesson. He'll be cowed awhile
by his thrashing, and then he'll study it all
over, aud pcihaps undeistand how became to
Le whipped, and make it exceedingly rough
for the next fellow who tries the same game
upon bun."

Invariable success did not attend all the
ping's encounters with the "Greenics" as
they termed their victims.

The moic engrossing matter spoken of in a
former chapter as occupying the entire atten-
tion of the Gang was a chuck-a-luc- k bank
which "Peory " had opened, and the rest as-
sisted to run to their own pecuniary profit,
Lut decidedly averse to that of the newly-enliste- d

boys who were crowd.,ig into Cairo.
Do I speak of unknown mysteries when I

allude to chuck-a-luck- ? Not, J am sure, to
the man who lias had an experience in the
--white-tented camp; for, brief as that may have
been, it was pretty certain to have been long
enough to hae allowed him an opportunity
to waste a little cash in tender dalliance with
the seducth chut unceitain game. But the
general leader, the irluous, unsofibticated
reader, to whom gambling in any form sae
church lotteries is as unknown as Coptic, will
require description, and to him I gie it:

The "lay-o- ut " for chuck-a-luc- k consists of
a boaid, either supported like a table or held
upon the banket 's knees. On this hoard six
cards, from the ace to the six-spo- t, inclusive,
are fastened, or an imitation of them is
painted. The banker has a dice-bo- x with
three dice, which he rattles aud casts bv
turning the box upside down, so that no one
can see what numbers have come up. He
then calls out:

"Make your bets, gents."
If anybody inclines to the Ixdief that the

is one of the numbers that have
come up on the dice, he expresses it by lay-
ing an amount of money proportionate to his
pile and the strength of his convictions upon
the five-sp- ot of the cards. When all standing
around have done this the banker aiys:

"All down, gents? "Well, here goes," and
lifts the loxf revealing the numbers which
are up. He takes off tke amount deposited
upon the losing cards and pays the winning
bets. It is very pleasant, very simple, aud
yet very expensive.

One of the problems of the late war which
the cessation of hostilities left unsolved was:

Why are "a boy's chances at clitick-a-lnc- k

in inverse ratio to the amount of Ilia brains V

I know that all my soldier readers will add
the testimony of their observations to mine,
that the nearer a boy v. as to an idiot the
greater his success in that darling ambition
of a young soldier : '" Bustiii' a chuck luck

bank." Boys ulio in four j c:irs or service
never could learn to ' right face" properly,
nevertheless, could burst a wealthy chuck-a-luc- k

hank with case and neatness in an hour's
sitting, while a college graduate would in the
same time lose, alnio-j- t infallibly, every dol-
lar paid him by the Government or received
fiom home.

'J his is only another illustration of the old
adage that Nature gives brains to one man
and to another luck. I will mention paren-
thetically that I always lost at chuck-a-luc- k.

Ebt-ne.c- r Stock, our dull-mind- ed friend,
whose inability to leain the evolutions of the
diill was sueha thorn in Serg'fcU'Xeil's side,
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Stock Brings DisowriTUiin

was one on whom the Goddess Chance always
smiled when he appi cached chuck-a-luc- k intr
board.

One day he lounged up, open-mouthe- d,

vacant-eye- d, and hcavv-ioote- d, to bank
"run" by "Mississippi," with "Curly"
and "Peory" assisting "lookouts."
Stock mooned over the board little while,
and then said:

"There's bin no ace come up for some time;
guess I'll chance half-doll-ar on that spot."

When "Mississippi" lifted the box there
were three aces up. Stock took the $1.50 the
handed to him, and some inspiration told and
him to lay it with the original bet on the six
spot. Each of the three dice showed six spots
on their upper surface when the lwx was
raised, ami Stock's fix fingers closed over
fiG.OO of irnings. The whole went dow
on tl.e ttey ju: the instant before three of in
that number w:is dir.pl:vyed by the uplifted the
box. "Mississij pi handed him $24 sul-

lenly,
the

and "Cuily" and "Peory" swoie
audibly at the extraordinary run of ill luck.
Stock ")ortrnded his tongue out of one side
of his mouth to assist him in the feat of
making the 32 into compact roll, and
when this was done, he laid it all back on

"The' faces of "Peory & Co." lighted up
at this, for the chances were greatly against
the trey coming up agiin, and they felt sure
of getting all their losses liack again. What
was their amazement to find one trey up again,
aud Stock the winner of $32 more.

Stock's tongue hung still further out he the
labored clumsilv to roll the whole $01 to
gether, which he accomplished in timo to lay
them upon the five-sp- ot before an exposure
of the ivory cubes showed one live-sp- ot flanked
by an ace and six.

Peory's first impulse was to break the
game up in row, and avoid paying the $31.
Then his gambling instinct whispered to him
that this 11111 of luck was so unnatural that
it could not hist, and in all probability the
next throw would win all back.

The excitement about the bank rose liigh,
and Stock's success stimulated the bystanders atbet liberally. Neither the deuce nor the
four-sp-ot had come up for long time, and
it was high time they should do so. But
Stock seemed the only one to whom this had
occurred. As the throw was made, the bal-
ance of the numbers were coveted with lifts,
but the deuce and four-sp-ot were neglected.
On the first of these he placed one $64 and
lam tnc otner O'J on me outer, unce more
fortune smiled upon him with broad grin,
and two deuces and one fourshowed up when
the box was lifted, making $192 of winning.

The non-betti- ng bystanders cheered; those
who had money down sighed audibly.

"Peory acted instantly.
"See here," he paid roughly, "pull off

an' quit, now. Pick up your scads an ofleave. You ain't to get any moie
money outen this bank. You know well

anybody that wc make our limit at
$100, an' we had no business to let won
go ou doublin' up on us as you have. Xo
bank'll fctand it. Pick up an' go, now."

At the Jirit word Ebcnezer Stock had laid
his hands on his piles lying on the board as
if to protect ihem. 4t.1,.tjiiuiu lJioccuucu
his fingers spread out until thevlay acio.stho T'
piles on cither side of him. They contained
an amount lo.--t to the bank equal to that he
had won. As hi grasped the whole of
"Peory's" meaning his lingers closed and
swept, into his grasp every dollar on the
board. He ioie to his feet and jammed his
note-fille- d piws deep into his pantaloons
pockets.

The boaid was flung aside, and Peory
anil tLe rest of the gang sprang towards
him.

"Hand back that money, or I'll bust you
wide open," yelled "Peory," drawing
slungshot.

Give it up, you thief, or we'll kill you,"
shouU.nl "Curly" he drew Lis knife.

You're dead man unless you fork that
over," growled "Mississippi," adjusting
pair of brass knuckles.

Stock grinned stupidly, aud retaining his
hands in his pockets if the safety of his
money depended upon his clenching it
firmly all the time, backed hastily up against
the wall of building in his lear.

The three rushed savagely at him, Peory
in the lead. As they came within range
Stock's ponderous right foot suddenly flew up of
aud caught in the groin "Peory," who turned
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pale as dcith and sank to the giounn. The
right foot come back to place, ai.tl at the
same instant the left aioso with the energy
of fatting pile-drive- r, aud the toe broke
'Curry's" lowcr.jaw. ' Mississippi" paused

before coming in range of such effective
artillery. At the same moment rose the
cry:"

' Scatter Here comes the guard
As the guard came up on run everybody

left in hurry except Stock and the two men
who were groaning on the ground. These
were taken to the hospital, and Stock, still
clutching his money linnly, was marched off
to tfie guardhouse, from which' he was re-

leased ns soon as the circumstances of the
affair were explained to the Officer of the
Day.
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CHAPTER XVII.
WAITING FOH OllDERS TO MOVE-SUMM- ER

BECOMES FALL, AND FALL AL
MOST WINTER BEFORE THEY GET

Til EM AN EXPEDITION STARTS POlt
BELMONT.

The I0112. intensely not Summer had
burned its way into Autumn, which in turn
was scurrying away with biting winds and
chilly rains into 'Winter.

The broad breast of the Mississippi had
widened and shrunk, and widened again; it
had eddied up to near the summit of the
levees; then fallen 10 feet below them, nud
then climbed in a day and night nearly to
their tops again, as the snow melting on the

to "Peoky's" Crowd.

slopes of the Rocky Mountains or rains fall
in the Minnesota had gorged the sinuous

channel with a torrent of rushing water.
The placid Ohio here with no wil,of her

own had rien and" fallen, widened' ofitiar-rowe- d

in closest sympathy witlt. mightier
Mississippi moods. 7

The fetid swamps and the rottin ppils in
their midst had steamed and festered, for
weary weeks under the burning sun-- Nmy
their water, blackened to inkiness by the
shower of dead leaves falling into theni ffdm

cottonwoods and cypresse, was silent
gloomy as tlfe grave of buried hopes.

Every drop scented surcharged with dormant
miasma, waiting a by the
ardent sun.

McClellan had been succeeded by Fremont;
Fremont by Hunter, and Hunter by Halleck,

command of the Department, and Grant,
unknown, undemonstrative Colonel of
21st 111., 1: 1 superseded the showy,

eflushc, speech-makin- g Prentiss in com-
mand of the post.

In all thee long months preparations for a
coming content had gone on incessantly at
Cuiro. The daily drills wete pushed to utter
weariness; licet discharged gieat stores of
warlike supplies into the mammoth ware-hou'- S.

Great guns and hills of shot were
piled up on the levee. The building of
sttong forts went on unintetmittently at
every available spot around Cairo. New and
moie powerful gunboats steamed down from
Cincinnati and St. Louis, and anchored with

rest in the calm waters of the Ohio.
With every new accession to the concen-

trated strength the File said to each other:
'"Well, now, 1 suppose everything is at

last ready, aud the next thing wilt be an
order to advance, and then the curtain will
roll up for the great drama?"

But the sultry days of July became scorch
ing ones of August, and these mellowed into
the haze of September, and then into the
fading beauty of October, and still no gen-
eral advance. x

McDowell's men were ingloriously beaten
Bull Jinn; Stone's at Ball's Bluff; Lyon

died at the head of his troops at Wilson's
Cteek; Mulligan surrendered at Lexington
and still there was ao advance.

Meanwhile the rebels were not idle.
They had violated Kentucky's neutrality by
the occupation of the first of the lion Bluffs

at a place called Colunibus, 20 miles be-I6- w

Caito. This bluff riuing tonic 100 feet
above the water was so elaborately fortified

to be deemed impregnable. The great
guns swept the river for live miles above the
bluff with a tire of J2d-pounde- rs.

Around this nucleus the rebels were gather-
ing and disciplining as poweiful a Joice as
that mustering for the Union at Cairo. Fully
:50,000 men were assembled there in the Fall

1801 , and with these were gunboats and
great guns, and a piodigious accumulation of
militaiy stores.

Each foico was a constant menace to the
other. The soldiers at Cairo looked forward
continually to the day whe'n they should
set about their appointed task of whipping
Pillow's forces and capturing Columbus.
Theiebelsat the latter place were in daily

, . , .. ,..., , - v , ..
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curred between theni, though the accession of
Gen. Grant to the command of the Union
forces had been bpeedily signalized by the
successful seizure of the impirlaiit point of
Paducah, at the mouth of ihe Jenues&e,
the occupation of which looked like a demon-
stration upon Columbus from the rear.

"Don't yc iver fear that for a second,"
said O'Ncil, one day, a3 Walter suggested
that it looked as if the Government never in-

tended giving them anything to do, except
siuaixl those malarial mud banks. Oi1 ve
been in the army a jood whoile, and one
thing that Oi've learned is that though the
Government sames nioignty slow, it conies
outroightat last, hery time sooner or later
and some of t!ie.--e days we'll, p.y up for this-lon- g

waitin' in a way that'll make yer oyes
hang out of yer head until wan could knock
'em oil' wid a stick."

November opened with as little promise of
activity : s its predecessors had given, but on
tho afternoon of the Ct't a licet of eight
ttansports was arrayed along the Ohio lcoe,
and Jive infantry icgiments, Cj. A.asquadion

cavalry, and Taylor's battery of artillery
were marched ou board of them.

As the .boys came on board they said to
each other: --2E

"This morns Columbus, of course."
"We're off for tho Gibraltar of tke West."
"Lojkout, oldillow! We're coming

for your scalp. ,.'lt teach you to dig your
ditches on the riglfl&side this time."

There was many .ajlbe and jest and many
a ringing cheer, answered back with shouts
fiom those on the lece, as the boats, one
after another, casttheir lines Iooso and
swung gracefully around until their bows
pointed down thcftlississippi, whither the
gunboats "TyJdf7 nnd "Lexington" had
preceded them.

One of the common taunts against the
rebel Gen. Pillow at that time was that dnr-in- g

tho Mexican war he had blunderingly
dug a ditch on the wrong side of the fortifica-
tions he was ordered to erect. """

The cheering and jesting subsided ns the
boats left the Ohio and entered the sweep of
the Mississippi, whoso dark waters took a
new gloom fiom the shadows of the leafless
trees cast upon it by the slowly-settin- g sun.

' "Will I ever see him rise again ? " "Wa-

lter asked himself, as he stood with the rest
of the File on the hurricane deck of the fore-

most boat, whither they had climbed that
thethey might see all that was to be seen. the"This, certainly, means Columbus," said

Bronson, after a long silence spant in watch
ing the gunboats noisily forging ahead, auu
leaving bemud long trails of thick blacK
smoke, "There's nothing else down here to
attack. Still, I can't understand what Gen
Grant's going to do with this small luiiA-p- ,r.n
against the number that is said to be at
Columbus."

" I suppose we will now have a real
battle," said Waller with a shudder he could
not wholly repress. "I wish I knew how it
was go'.ig to end."

"We're in the hands of God, or Fate,
whichever you choose to call it," replied
Bronson. "For my part I don't want to
know the end. You know what lloratius
Cocclns sa:d at the bridge:

" ' To every man upon this earth,
Death comctli, soon or lute,'

and though I know mine must come some
time, I don't want to know when it is, be-

cause I don't want to lose any pleasure fret-

ting and waiting for it. What is to be will
be, and neither prayers nor tears will avail
to change it in the" least. If it is ordained
that I am to die to-nig- ht or I
can't escape it. If I'd staid at home r would
have been killed by a runaway horse or a
boiler explosion."

"That's the talk," said O'Xcil, and then
hummed:

"Trust to luck, trust to luck,
Slit arc line in the fuee;

Shu re yer hem t it must be uizy,
It it's in the roijjlit place."

"Dat's so ! " laughed Karl. "Let's take
it as easy as Stock does dere."

Looking in the direction of his glance they
saw Stock, who had established himself in a
warm, omfoi table spot behind one of the
great smokestacks that ro-- e through the
deck. He had found out a place wl.eie he
could boil some coffee. In one hand he had
a tin up of this, and in the other a half-lo-af

of bread amVa Wrge slice of savory ham,
into which he lind" bitten until he hr.i

his face with the unctuous laid.
He was cnioynig himself; earth had no
Higher pleasure Jor him than plenty of bread
and meat and c?ft'ee, with outing 10 uu.

"What does ho cure," nought Bronson,
with a touch ol" envy, "wlbother we are
noinir to Columbli? or California? whether
we are to fight tllere C;r rna away? whether
we havi 4,000 lc their 40,000. or vice vets . is
And, after all, his stupid indifference is
superior to my philoso hy. It takes all my
wui-pow- er 10 muniumi my stoicai hiuuiui- -

tence, and I JiaVo to he constantly on my
'guard to prcserveif, while his, being natural,
is never likely to''fhil fiim."

O'iNeil drew liom Jus pocket lour pieces
of strong cord, each with a little stick at one
end and a loop at the other. He handed one
to each of his companions and retaiucd one
himself, saying:

" B'vs them's turnkays (tourniquets). I
found out the use of them on the plains,
where they have saved many a yoir divil's
loife. If one of yez should get shot through
the leg or the arm, so that yer in danger of
blaydtii' to death, you must put this anjuud by
your limb so fashion, and twist it up until
the blooif stops rnnnin'. You must rjmim- -

bcr all the time that if the blood comes out
spnits and jets it's an arterylhat's been

cut, an I yon must pnt the tnrnkay betwane
the wound and your heart; but if the blood
inns out steady and ayvenlike it's a vein, an' 10

ye want to put the turnkay on the other side
of the wound from your heart."

Walter's blood chilled a little as he lis-

tened to this matter-of-fa- ct dUcussion of
wounds and death, bnt he stowed the no

tiway in his pocket and took
diligent heed of tho instructions concerning
its u?e. to

Suddenly a thrilling l, as of someone in
in deadly fear of pain, raug ont from the
lower deck.

'ihen a few hnrricd steps, and a splash in
the water, as of a heavy body thrown in. Lof

A hundred voices bhouted "Man over-
board ! Haiti Stop the boat! Stop her!"

Everybody ran to that side. The boat
careen .mI as if she would upset. The officers
drove a part of the men back to the other
side and she righted again.

The loud gong bells in the engine-roo- m

raug with tluee sharp strokes, the great en-

gines stopped for an instant, and then reversed
their motion, and the huge wheels began
heating the other way. A yawl was lowered
and rowed out in the direction of where the
man sprang in, but the File knew the search
would be useless.

As they sprang to the side of the boat at
the first alarm they saw a white, wan face,
with distended eyes, rise to the suiface in the
middle of a boiling eddy. The glare from
the furnace doors fell full npon the distorted
countenance. As if repenting himself of his
rash act. the man clutched at the branches of
an uprooted cotton wood floating by. Ho
caught them, but the brittle twigs broke in
his hands. He sank, and the tree floated on
over him.

The hopelessness of the seai ch was so ap-

parent that the yawl soon returned, and the
boat went ahead.

Inquiry developed that the suicide was a
man of highly-ueryo- us organization, who had
been prostrated byUt s'unstroke while working
on the fortifications nt Cairo. He wa3 re-

covering slowly in the hospital, but when he
heaid that his regiment had been ordeied out
for battle, he stole away from the hospital
and marched on boaid with it. As the boat
moved out into tile river, and bis comrades
became silent in cimtehtplation of the coming
danger, thoughts of the impending battle be-

gan to unsettle hisweak brain. All around
him weie set, cxpeetantfaces. Many strained
their eyes for thoiirsc sign of the enemy's
presence. Othcrsnpdeicd fixedly into tho
gurgling water, as if seaiching for some
augury of their rfate. The ofliccrs moved
about in a constrained, anxious' way, and
spoke only in undertones. His, soul was
palsied with the dread of what was at hand.
Jlc shuD his eyes, and oelore them rolled a
panorama of all the "battle horrors of which
he had ever read or heard.

It was maddening. He could not endure
it. He would not.

He opened his eye3 and looked upon the
hurrying waters. They invited him. Some-
thing said to him that in their bosom was
peace for all this tortuie, and at the instant
he sprang to the lest they offered.

As the File Returned to their place a sonor-
ous snore arose fiom where Stock was sleep-
ing the sleep of the man in whoso heart is no
care.

Ten miles below Cairo the boats stopped
and made fast to the Kentucky shore. The
twb gunboats anchored below them in the
middle of the stream. to

Bronson came up fiom the lower deck and
saLl:

"Cajt. Moore tells me that there will be

nothing done to-nig- that we will lie here'
until morning, and Then make an advance, or
reconnoissauco, or something of that kind,
against the rebels in a little village called
'Belmont, which is opposite Columbus."

"With that they prepared a little coffee, ate
a frugal supper, and spreading their blankets
on the deck, went to sleep.

.To be continued.)

EDITORIAL NOTE.-Reali- stic and full of
action is this story of a Union file of In-

fantrymen In the civil war. Every install-me- nt

contains interesting episodes or de-
scriptions that reflect with mirror-lik- e truth
the life of the American soldier. Young men
of to-d- ay as well as veterans of the war of
the rebellion will find entertainment In its
chapters. The next Installment details how
the regiment participates in its fir3t battle,
that of Belmont.

PENSION DECISIONS.

Cases Disposed of by Assistant Secre-

tary Davis.
Webster Davis, Assistant Secretary of

Interior, lias rendered a decision in
claim of John Norton, Co. B, 1st l. C.

Cav., which is of importance to many
claimants for pension, as laying down
five rules affectinc desertion and honor-
able discharge. The Assistant Secretary
overrules, in part, the famous Lessor
decision made during a former Admims- -

MM- - 1 e Tlipuiiutm.. Hie ruses arc ;is jowows.,, ...!:, t 11. ,e t on1. in Ul.lllWj UJ1UI.-- I UIU .ICIS Wl .(ill!. CV,
1887, Juno 27, 18.00, and July 27, 1)2, an
honorable discharge from all enlistments
for service in the particular war to which
these acts refer, is a prerequisite to pen-
sion.

2. In claims for pension under sections
1602 and 1693. Koviscd Statutes, on ac
count of disability incurred in the line of
duty during a term of enlistment from
which the claimant deserted, the claim
should be rejected for tho reason that
there is no period from which the pension
could commence, as claimant had never
been discharged from such term of service
and for the further reason that claimant
having violated and repudiated his said
contract of enlistment he thus forfeited
fill right to any benefits that were inci-
dent to such enlistment. "v

3. If the claim for invalid pension under
Sections 1C02 and 40915, Revised Statutes,
is based upon disability incurred in the
line of duty during a term of enlistment
from which the claimant was legally dis-
charged, a desertion from a subsequent
enlistment, ci itself, is not a bar to pen
sion, if the claim was filed prior to July
1, 18S0, the pension would commence from
the date of discharge 'from the term of
enlistment during which the disability
was incurred, but such pension will
cease upon and cannot be
restored while in the service, nor while
claimant is in desertion from such subse-
quent enlistment.

J. If the disability was incurred in the
service under a subsequent enlistment,
while liio claimant was a deserter from a
prior enlistment, which had not termi-
nated prior to such the
claim should b rejected on the ground
that the disability was not incurred in
the line of duty, but while claimant was
absent froi his proper command in iola-tio- n

of his former contract of enlistment.
5. The decision in the case of George

Lessor, in so far as the same conflicts
with the rules laid down hero, is over-
ruled.

The claim of the guardian of George and
John Kine:, minors of Hobccca Kinir,
minor of Orange Trice, deceased, Co. C,
17th U. S. C. L,-w- rejected in the Bu-
reau of Pensions on the ground that there

no law granting pension to grand-
children of soldiers. The ;iction of re-
jection has been affirmed by Assistant
SecreUiry Davis. The decision sets forth
that it is contended that as soldier's
widow died in 1861, Rebecca, the minor
child of soldier, was entitled to a pension;
that as she died in 1893, with her minor's
claim pending, her minor children, George
and John, are entitled to the accrued
pension due their mother. Soldier en-
listed Feb. 6, 18"6-l- , and was discharged
April 2 J, 1365, on which date he died,
leaving a minor child, Rebecca, but no
widow. Rebecca died in 1893, leaving her
minor's claim pending, and which was
rejected Feb. 1, 1897, on the ground of "no
one entitled to complete tho claim." Her
two children, George and John, now seek

their guardian to complete the claim.
The Assistant Secretary says:

"Tho pension laws do not grant a pen-
sion to the grandchildren of soldiers, and
the act of March 2, 1893, in express terms
limits the right to accrued pension of the
soldier to his widow, or in case of no
widow, then to the child or children under

years of age. In case of. the death of a
widow having an application for pension
pending, the act limits the right to her
minor children under 1G years of age. In
case of the death of a minor child who
was a minor at the death of the soldier,

payment whatsoever of the accrued
pension is allowed to be made by said
act, except so much as may be necessary

reimburse the person who bore the
expense of last sickness of the deceased,

case of no sufficient assets to meet
such expense. This act in terms pro-
vides that:

"'All prior laws relating to the payment
accrued pension are hereby repealed.

The only portion of the minor's accrued
pension which could, in any event, be
recovered by the grandchild or grand-
children of this soldier would be the ex-

penses of last sickness and burial of their
mother, where they incurred the expense,
and their said paront, the minor of sol-
dier, did not leave sufficient assets to
meet such expense."
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How t:ie News Coains.

Communication by cable botween the
present seat of war in Cuba and Washing-
ton was effected several days ago and the
time of transmission is remarkably brief.
One of the main objects in landing ma-
rines at Guantanamo Bay was to hold the
cable station. From Camp McCalla the
messages are now sent, and may reach
Washington in 15 minutes. Lieut. -- Co'.
James Allen, Signal Corps, the censor,
aid another officer will be in charge or
the station.

The messages will go under tho water
Mole St. "Nicholas, 150 miles away;

thence to Capo Haytien, 75 miles further
on; thence over the Haytien cable to the
station at Coney Island, and by various
stations to Washington.

GOULD SCARCELY RAISE tiiS HAND.

Yet took care of seventy head of stock.

The farmer who
' Serious results often fotlow n train.
especially when U affects the back, and
few people are so liable t- - strain as those
who are llfiltip heavy loads of various
Icinds, from day to day. The teamster
rarely ever overtaxes his strength. Fa-
miliarity with the class of wares he
handles, enables him to entirely gage the
load he lifts so as not to put an excessive
burden on himself. Rut with the farmer
It is different. He is lifting loads of Mich
varying weights and under such varytn.tr
conditions that he is very liable to lift a
little too much some day. with injurious

I

results. Many serious affections of the
Kreat organs of the body originate in a
strain. It was so in the case of H. R. W.
Bentlcy, of To-vne- r. North Dakota, A
strain resulted in srrious trouble with the
liver. Ho. he recovered and was enabled
to feed seventy head of stock during the
winter, Icthirn tell himself:

"About a vear ago, I sustained an injury
la my bade and shoulders by lifting a
heavy weight. After a time, a liver trouble
came-- on, which so weakened me that I

could scarcely lift my hand to my head.
"While in this condition, I be-a- n the use of
Ir. J. C. Aycr's Pills, and findintr almost
immediate' benefit, continued until I was

WAR GOSSIP.
- -- t - -- -

Skirmish Shots at Various

Phases of the Struggle.

The name of Commodore Schley is pro-

nounced Sly.

Gen. John Foster, who is the most
eminent diplomat in America having
served as Minister to Spain, Mexico, and
Hussia, been employed by China to settle
her differences with Japan, and constantly
employed on great international missions

says that Spain is bound to lose every-
thing but the Peninsula, if she persists in
the war.

Santiago has bitter memories for Ameri-

cans. It i the place where Capt. Fry and
33 of the crew of the Virginius were butch-
ered Dec. 20, 1873. It then came very near
producing war between Spain and the
United States. Among the victims were
Ryan and several other G.A.TJ. men.
Ryan's G.A.K. badge, which he wore at
the time of. his execution, has been for a
longtime on exhibition in Washington.

Capt. Jos. 13. Foraker, son of the Sena-
tor, has been assigned to the staff of the
Third Corps.

Co. C of the 3d N. Y., now at Camp
Alger, enjoys a rare advantage in going to
the front under an experienced veteran
who commanded a splendid fichting regi-

ment during the rebellion. He is Col. J. G.
Cutler, formerly cf the 117th N. Y., one of

the " 300 fighting regiments," an J which
lost 381 killed and wounded out of a total
enrollment of 2,102. It belonged to Cutler's
Urigade, of Wadsworth's Division, First
Corps, which opened the battle of Gettys-
burg for the infantry. Col. Butler has for
years commanded a separate company in
Oswego, which volunteered in a body, and
he thus re-ent- ers the field wearing the dou-

ble bars of a Captain, where he left it more

than 30 years ago with the well-wo- n eagles
of a Colonel ornamenting his shoulder-strap- s,

lie is a jive, energetic man, and
an earnest comrade of the G.A.H., being
Commander of his Post at Oswego.

Frank A. Kinne, a youngster just out of
the San Francisco High School, and a son
of Col. C. Mason Kinne, well-know- n in
G.A.R. circles, and .Mrs. Elizabeth D'A.
Kinne, Past President, National Woman's
Relief Corps, is Acting Second Lieutenant
of Marines aboard Admiral Sampson's
flagship, the New York, and took part in
the bombardment of San Juan, as well as
the ether operations of the fleet. In a
private letter to his parents he wrote a
spirited account of the affair at San Juan,
which has been printed in the San Fran-
cisco papers, and attracted much attention.

m

Tlios. L. Rosscr, of Charlottcsvillo, Va.,
who has been appointed a Brigadier-Gener- al

of Volunteers, and assigned to the
command of a division in th Sixth Corps,

under Gen. Wilson, is a picturesque, sensat-

ion-loving man, who now rounds up a
variegated life in the uniform of the United
States Army. Ho was a graduate of the
Virginia Military Institute, and supposed
himself to have torn off a' largo slab of

military genius. In reality he was a
very active, capable cavalry leader, who
gave us a great deal of trouble. In the
course of the war he camo into command
of a brigade of rebel cavalry, mostly re-

cruited in the Shenandoah Valley. He
called it the "Laurel Brigade," and each
man wore a sprig cf laurel in his hat. He
entered the Valley during Sheridan's
operations, with considerable proclama-
tion as the "Savior cf the Valley." He
achieved enough successes to direct
Sheridan's attention to him, and cause
an energetic order to Torbert, then com-

manding our cavalry, to give him a
thorough cleaning out. 'I ho result was
the famous " Woodstock Races." in which
Rosser's command was terribly whipped,
and then chased over a large and very
rough portion of Virginia. AflerRosser
had gathered himself together again, and
was riding alongside of old Jubal Early,
the latter squeaked out in his peculiar
way:

"Rosser, you ought to c hinge the n me
of your brigade to the Grapevine. The
laurel isn't a runner."

At the conclusion of the war Rosser
went into railroad building, and got some
lucrative contracts on the Northern Pacific,
by which he made a fortune, and has been
living for jears in good style at Char ottes-vill- e.

Ho" has made several dashes into
polities, has been in all parties, and tried
unsuccessfully to break into Congress.

At one time he professed himself
thoroughly reconstructed, and a radical
Republican. Then he went back to Vir-
ginia, and a few years ago startled the
country with somo ' unwhipped, "un-
subdued." "never-surrendered- ," "still-devoted-to-t- he

- glorious -- principles " war-whoo- ps.

There are only two things we
can be sure of during his coming service.
The first is, that if he gets any chance, he
will put up a good fight, and the next s
that he will not let tho country lose sight
of him at any time.

Three grandsons of Semmes, the com-
mander of the Alabama, aro now in the
United States service. One is a cadet in
Sampson's fleet, another is a Maior in the
4th Tenn. Vols., and the third is a Sergeant
in the 1st Tenn. Vols. 1 hey are the sons
of L. E. Wright, who married Semmcs's
daughter, anil was himself un artillery
officer in the Confederate army.

t-

The tallest soldier in tho Army is said
to be privato Henry Jackst-n- , of Co. K,
2d N. J., who is six feet six and three-quarte- rs

inches in bight.

ifonnd a friend.
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eured of my complaint, so that I was able
to take care of seventy head of stock all
through the winter, which shows that the
cure ivas not temporary but permanent."

II. R. y. Bestley, Towner, N. D .

The action of Dr. Ayer's Pills on the
liver makes them invaluable for those
livingin malarial climates. C.F.Alston,
Quitman, Texas, writes :

1 have found in Dr. J. C. Ayer's Pills aft
invaluable remedy for constipation, bil-
iousness, and kindred disorders, peculiar
to miasmatic localities, lacen in smaii
and frequent do-.es- . these pills act welt on

poisons, and restoring its natural powers.
I could not dispense with the ti"e of Dr.
Ayer's Pilli." C. F. At3io.v, Quitman.Tex.

Dr. Ayer's Pills are a specific for all dis-
eases of the liver, stomach, and bowels,
they promote digestion, cure constipa-
tion and its consequences, and promote
the general health of the entire system.
They should always be used with Dr. J. O.
Ayer's Sarsaparilla when a cathartic is
required. More about the pills in Dr.
Ayer's O'rcbook. Sent free. Address tho
J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.

D0IJ1GS Of G0iGHESS
m

Abstract of the Important Pro-

ceedings.

Inline Senate on June 21 the Hawaiian
annexation resolution was considered.

Pending consideration, Mr. Roach, of.
North Dakota, who had been quoted as
favorable to the annexation of Hawaii,
rose to a question of personal privilege,
and said he was opposed to annexation.

Mr. Mitchell, Wisconsin, delivered a
speech in opposition to annexation. Ho
thought the seizure of Hawaii would re
move all doubt as to our land-grabbi- ng

intentions. He declared that the annex-
ation project was a clumsy cover for the
suuar magnates, from around the edges of
which the saccharine juice dripped to tho
advantage of all who cared to avail them-
selves of it.

Mr. White, of California, the leader of
the opponents of annexation, declared
that while territory had been acquired by
treaty, in no case had territory been
acquired by such a "monstrous piece of
folly and contradiction" as was the pend-
ing resolution. The resolution, he said,
declared there had been a cession which
Congress was to "accept, ratify and con-
firm. '

He demanded to know what cession had
been made and what lawyer in the Senate
would state that there had been a cession.

"The acquisition of the Hawaiian Is-
lands would be the entering wedge of that
imperialistic policy which is as foreign to
the purposes in view when this Govern-
ment was organized as are the. purposes
of the most despotic Government on earth
to our system."

Routine business occupied the House oi
Representatives.

In the Senate on June 22 Mr. White
entered upon a discussion of the state-
ments that the possession of the Ha-
waiian Islands was a military nbecssity to
the United States, particularly as tho
Government now had important interests
in the Philippine Islands. He ridiculed
the idea that the Hawaiian group was
needed by this country as a half-wa-y

station to Manila.
He pointed out that from San Francisco

it was 418 miles nearer to Manila by way
of Unalaska than it was by Honolulu. Ho
said, too, it had bqen urged that the Ha-
waiian Islands were needed as" a defense
oj the Nicaragua canal. Honolulu was
4,210 miles from the western terminus o
the Nicaragua canal. He thought it
much more desirable to defend the canal
from San Francisco, which was only 2,700
miles from the terminus, or from San
Diego, only 2,200 miles away.

"If we need a coaling station in the
Hawaiian Islands, it does not follow that
we need the islands. If wc need a coaling
station in China, it does not follow that
we need the entire Chinese Empire.",

Mr. White maintained that there would
be no impropriety in this Government
entering a protest against any other na-
tion interfering with the present Govern-
ment of Hawaii. In the face of such a
protest no nation would interfere.

Mr. Pettigrew maintained that the ter-
ritory of the United States was already
large enough, and he believed it his-dut-y

to resist the acquisition of any territory
inhabited by a people far inferior to ours,
or so located as to require a navy to de-
fend it.

In tho House Mr. Mahon secured con-
sideration of a bill to send to the Court of
Claims alleged claims for property of citi-
zens taken or destroyed by the Confed-
erate troops in thoir several invasions
into tho border Counties of York, Adams,
Cumberland, Franklin, Fulton, Radford,
Somerset, and Perry, Pa. The object of
the bill, it was pointed out, was to secure
a decision from the courts, an appeal to
the Supreme Court being provided for,
upon the questions of validity of the
claims and liability of the Government
therefor.

The opponents of the bill declared their
opposition upon the ground that the bill
suggested a proposition so monstrous as
to deserve no consideration. Action wa3
not taken.

In the Senate on June 23 Mr. Pettigrew
continued the speech against annexation
besrun the day before.

He declared that if the United States
should annex territory into which we
could not introduce our form of Govern-
ment, the reflex action of such acquisi-
tion of territory and of people far inferior
to our own would cause our Government

' to deteriorate.
Mr. Pettigrew entered upon a long

argument in favor of employing our own
ports as coaling stations, instead of an-
nexing undesirable lands in the tropics in
order to obtain a port of which the country
had not the slightest need.

Mr. McEnery said that the conditions in
Hawaii after annexation would be an ex-
aggeration of the condition of the South
during the days of reconstruction. It
would be overrun, he declared, with crimi-
nals and with social and political adven-
turers.

In the House a considerable number of
pension bills were passed.

In the Senate on June 2t Mr. McEnery,
continuing his speech, said the principal
ground of his objection to the annexation
of Hawaii was that it would, he appre-
hended, paralyze the industries of the
South. The gray dawn of prosperity was
just beginning to be noted in that section.
Northern capital, Northern energy and
Northern brains had, he said, been going
to the South, and, although the dawn of
prosperity was in sight, he felt the sun-
rise would never come if Hawaii were
annexed

The moment the policy of colonization
is entered upon, he said, the prosperity ot
the South would bo checked. Capital
would be diverted, enterprise stopped.
Every industry would be paralyzed and
every cotton factory would close.

The Senate on June 2." transacted
minor business. Then Mr. Tur'ey in a
speech opposed Hawaiian annexation and
Mr. Foraker defended the course of affairs
pursued in Hawaii since the Queen's
overthrow.

Anxious to Help Uncle Sam.

C. R. Lewis, Co. G, lst Mo., Swain,
Ark., writes- - "Let the old veterans join
heart and hand as we did in 1861 to help
our country. I anl willing to give a part
of my small pension for the purpose of
building a battleship, and leave it to tho
editor of The National Tribune to fix tho
amount that should be taken from each
veteran's pension. If he says 10 percent.,
all right. I hope all will join Ip
Uncle Sam, as in 1861."


